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<5he Degoi^ajhoi^ and Fui^nishei^ 



BOOK NOTICES. 



Fob gayety, freshness and charm mixed with quaint fashion and old time 
etiquette, commend us to that delightful little volume just issued by Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co., called " Memoirs and Letters of Dolly Madison." The 
most popular and attractive lady who ever reigned at the White House in genu- 
ine beauty and mirth, good nature and wit, tact and kindliness, one is easily 
led to believe wa6 this gay "Dolly," to whom Thomas Jefferson wrote his 
" affectionate salutation," and who helped with her ready social grace to carry 
off with success aDd vivacity the balls, receptions and ceremonials which came 
under her direction. The letters and comments, notes and anecdotes of this 
book are interesting as varied, and possessed of that rare personal quality and 
flavor which distinguishes a powerful individuality. One can but wish that the 
present occupant of the Executive Mansion 6hall take pattern from her brilliant 
predecessor, and keep a journal or write letters descriptive of her life in Wash- 
ington. Such a volume fifty years from now would be welcomed as heartily, 
from a lady so beautiful and talented, as we now gratefully enjoy the sketchy 
and graphic writings of Mrs. Madison. The Memoirs is edited by Dolly Madi- 
son's grand-niece. 

In an absolutely different vein is an equally new volume by Edith Thomas, 
^titled " The Round Tear." It is a book of Nature and Nature only ! But 
how fresh and original is the poetic description of those scenes, at once so fa- 
miliar and 60 obscure and little noticed by the general world. Here is the poet 
heart and the poet eye, and the poet pen, although the writer has compelled it 
to plod in sober prose. How often do we observe, as she has done, the minutia 
of the round year, from a "Spring Opening " to the winter " Hearth Fire." 
How many have strayed "Along an Inland Beach " of a "Summer Holinight," 
and made " Running Water Notes " while " Ruminating in the Grass ?" Every 
note of tinkling water or bird or chirping grasshopper steals keenly into the ear- 
memory, when we read these delicate chapters ; every color of cloud, rock, tree 
or flower, creeps softly back into the eye-memory, as she paints with swift 
touches the hues and tints of morn or eve. Our beautiful land, sunning itself 
beneath a Western sky, is flooded with unending, changeful beauty. In storm 
or shine, there is always, from January to December, some w thing of intense 
Interest to the nature worshipper ; and to have " The Round Year " in the 
hand when wandering happily through the eventful months, is to have an orig- 
inal and graceful commentary, suggestive of the finest intellectual response to 
Beauty's various moods. 

The Franco- American Cookery Book, or How to Live Well and Nicely every 
day in the Year, is a new volume on this most treated of subject. Its author is 
Felix J. Deli6e, chef of the New York Club. Mr. Deliee in this work seems to 
have crystalized the results of his years of experience as chef, in a series of din- 
ners giving a plain but artistic and sufficient bill of fare for the dinners of eight 
persons for every day in the year. The directions are simple and practical, the 
dishes selected are seasonable and chosen with that regard for affinity that al- 
ways characterizes the menu of the experienced chef. The soups are admirable, 
the entrees within the comprehension of the average housewife, and the deserts 
are models of good sense and regard for health as well as appropriate and relish- 
able. All in all this is one of the most valuable works of the kind ever issued, 
and the young housekeeper will find it a treasure after her perusal of the 
various popular "receipt books" of the day. There are six hundred pages, 
containing only " solid information;" (G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York). 

Something new in classics has reached us from George Routledge .<fc 
Sons. It is an edition of Boccaccio's Decamaron, expurgated by Mr. Henry 
Morley, and warranted to contain nothing that will bring the blush of shame to 
the purest cheek. The good stories are printed in full, but those that have 
any tendency to the questionable are carefully pruned, the headlines descriptive 



of the salacious tale supposed to follow, and which are generally much worse 
than the tale itself, are equally carefully preserved. It is a Decameron for 
ladies and children, to serve perhaps as an appetizer to prompt the purchase of 
an unabridged copy. There was no reason why the Decameron should have 
been printed in the Universal Library, but if printed there was no reason why 
the objectionable chapters should have been omitted, and still less that the 
omission should have been pointed out by prominent type. We are gratified 
to find, however, that Rabelais' "Gargantua;" Machiavelli's "Prince;" Vol- 
taire's "Candide," and Shakespeare are given without the chastening influence 
of Mr. Morley's blue pencil. 

The first number of Scribner's Magazine was published on the 15th of 
December. It is in many respects a reproduction of the old Scribner's Monthly, 
the general appearance, aside from natural typographical changes, is about the 
same. The contents of this first issue can hardly be said to be varied, for while 
they cover a wide range of topics they are all of a more substantial kind than 
are found in the other magazines. The Downfall of the Empire, by ex- 
Minister E. B. Washburne, is more interesting than creditable to its author's 
literary ability ; The Story of a New York House is written in H. C. Bunner's 
felicitous style ; Our Defenceless Coasts should find a reader in every one ; and 
Glimpses at the Diaries of Governeur Morris is a record of incidents one hundred 
years old. The cover of the new magazine is peculiar in design, but one, we 
think, that will grow upon the public and become popular gradually. Its form 
reminds of the looking glass of our grandmother divided in two unequal parts. 
The magazine, if Its present may be taken as a guarantee or type of its future, 
is not likely to appeal to the masses of people, but will draw the more intellec- 
tual and thoughtful reader from other periodicals to itself. 

We regret the necessity of any adverse criticism in what is so good, yet the 
printing of this first number is very bad and the arrangement or make up of the 
pages is exceedingly amateurish. (Scribners Sons, N. Y.) 

We give upon this page a specimen plate from Plastic Sketches of J. G. & 
J. F. Low, one of the forty-seven that go to make up that rich and beautiful 
volume of photogravures, whose subjects are taken from the tiles designed by 
Arthur Osborne and made by Messrs. Low. The book is unique in both btyle 
and contents, it is bound in satin, opens portfolio form, and thd plates placed in 
loose and unbound. The gravures are done upon a heavy enameled paper, 
making a finished work that is unusually showy and attractive. Among the 
many noticeable and clever designs are When Age Steals On, with which 
many will be familiar as already published in other mediums, but which is unde- 
niably one of the finest designs ever made up in this shape ; An Elizabethan 
Lady ; Ave Maria ; Twelve O'clock ; Three of a Kind, and Recognition. There 
are others equally worthy of notice. Published by Lee <fe Shefard, Boston. 

The usual profusion of Christmas cards is given us this year by L. Prang & 
Co., Boston, although the selection of subjects has somewhat improved. The 
time worn cherubs and children, after the tiresome custom of the English pub- 
lishers, have been in a measure abandoned in the more pretentious cards, and if 
Santa Claus and young ones appear they are largely conventionalized. A cal- 
endar by Miss L. B. Humphrey is very pretty and quite appropriate. A head 
and wings by Frank Miles is good and there is a large variety from well known 
artists, most of them noticeably artistic, and any of them suitable for holiday 
remembrances. 

A Beecher Calendar has been published by Cassbll& Co., N. Y., con- 
sisting of a handsomely drawn and colored card, embracing a recognizable vig- 
nette of Mr. Beecher, his first church and his present church, his birthplace at 
Litchfield, Conn., and his country home at Peekskill, N. Y., and most import- 
ant of all a pad of 365 pieces, each one marking a day of the year and bearing a 
quotation from some sermon or writing of Mr. Beecher. The price is only one 
dollar, which we are sure will not be considered expensive by the admirers of 
the reverend gentleman. 
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